Freedom of




In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Freedom
of E X
pressio n
in Islam

Islam gives one the right to
exercise freedom of expression
as long as he does not intrude
upon the freedom and dignity
of other people. There is no
place for the propagation of
evil and wickedness in Islam.
It does not give anybody the
right to use abusive or
offensive language in the name
of criticism and freedom of
speech. Indeed, Islam gives
everyone the right to create
his own opinion withig
boundaries. Islamic Freedoxy
Expression can be viewed
the following categorie




Freedom of Expression
on an Individual
Basis

As man is a thinking creature, he forms opinion.
Based upon this natural inclination, Islam gives
the right to freedom of thought and expression to
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condition that it should be wused for the
propagation of virtue and truth and not for the
spreading of evil and wickedness.

The Qur’an teaches us how the Companions of Prophet
Muhammad (may Allah be pleased with them) exercised
their freedom to get their right:

{Certainly has Allah heard the speech of the one who argues
[i.e., pleads] with you, [0 Muhammad], concerning her
husband...}

(Qur’an 58:1)

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:

“Whoever among you sees an evil action, let him change it with
his hand [by taking action]; if he cannot, then with his tongue
[by speaking out]; and if he cannot, then with his heart [by

at least hating it and believing that it is wrong], and that

is the weakest of faith.”

(Muslim)
The second Caliph, Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah

be pleased with him), encouraged his fellow companions
to forward their opinions on different occasions, he said:

‘May Allah have mercy on a man who shows me
my shortcomings.’




Freedom of Expression on
a Societal Basis

A society with freedom of thought will produce creative

human beings.

Indeed, Allah has granted a Muslim society

the right to express their view whenever it is required.

Allah says:

{You are the best nation produced [as an
example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong andsbelieve in Allah...}

(Qur’an 3:110)

The right to freedom of expression for the
sake of propagating virtue and

righteousness is not only a right in Islam
butren ebdigatiencights Islam has conferred

onhuman beings is the right to give advice
torulers in a goodly manner. Referring to
it,the Qur'an says:

{Allah does not like the public mention of evil
except by one who has been wronged...}

(Qur’an 4:148)




Where is the Limit of v
Freedom of Expression?

In Islam, freedom of expression should
not be misguided. Instead, it should
be used to nourish brotherhood and
fraternity and instil high standards
of virtue. A Muslim nation is a
‘middle nation,’ and Islam

has laid down some limits
to curb any misuse of
this noble right. This
action, indeed,
will not affect
the intellectual
freedom which is
directly related
to creativity.




Where is the Limit of
Freedom of Expression?

The Qur’an says: From the Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad, it is reported that he asked

{0 you who have believed, if there comes to you his companions:

a disobedient one with information, investigate,

Rl R ol ce “Do you know what back-biting is?” They said,

(Qur'an 49:6) “Allah and His messenger know best.” He said,
“It is your saying about your brother something
which he dislikes.” He was asked, “What do you
{...let not a people ridicule [another] people... think if what I say about my brother is true?” He
insult one another...backbite each other...} said, “If it is true then you have back-bitten him,

(Quran 49:11-12) and if it is not true then you have slandered him.

(Muslim)

The freedom of expression we understand from Islam
disseminates at all 1levels in the society, promoting
creativity instead of hypocrisy, fraternity instead of
enmity, virtue instead of vice, promotion instead of
demotion, and brotherheod instead of hatred.




Notes v
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